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Understand, Innovate, Implement. We make it happen! 
 

http://www.santamonicabay.org/


National Estuary Program 



The Bay Foundation 

Our Mission is to restore and enhance 
the Santa Monica Bay through actions 
and partnerships that improve water 
quality, conserve and rehabilitate 
natural resources, and protect the Bay’s 
benefits and values. 



Boater Education Program 
• Established in 1996 to reduce ocean pollution generated by 

boating activities.  
• Accomplish our goals through: 

– Direct Outreach  
– Collaboration 
– Technical Support 

• Pollutants of interest 
– Oil 
– Sewage 
– Household Hazardous Waste 
– Marine Debris 
– Aquatic Invasive Species 
– Emerging Contaminants 



Projects 

Honey Pot Day 

Pumpout Monitoring 

Tide Book 

Absorbent Exchange 

Adopt a Fuel Dock 

Dockwalker Program Clean Boating Kit 

Newsletter 

Boater’s Guide 



Boating Statistics 
• 1/5 of boaters can not correctly  
    identify the oil recycling logo 
• 98% of boaters say oil leaks in their bilge most of 

the time or every time they use their boat.  
• 51% of boaters clean their oil bilge with oil 

absorbents, 30% of them are improperly disposed.  
• 4% of boaters clean their oil bilge using a bilge 

pumpout.  

California Department of Boating and Waterways, California Coastal Commission, Santa Monica Bay Restoration Foundation, & Keep the Delta Clean Program. 
July 2011. California Boater Survey Final Report. Available at: http://santamonicabay.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/California-Boater-Survey.pdf  

http://santamonicabay.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/California-Boater-Survey.pdf


Absorbent Pad Exchange 

• San Diego → Sun Harbor Marina 

• Oceanside → Harbor Department 

• Marina del Rey → Del Rey Fuels 

• Marina del Rey → LA Co Dept of Beaches and Harbors  



Absorbent Pad Exchange 



Absorbent Pad Exchange  
Challenges 

• Facility selection 
• New HHW generator  
• Vendor selection 
• Location specific setup 
• Private facility promotion   
 

Successes 
• Training facility staff 
• Overall program promotion 
• 3 of the 4 program locations have been in progress 

since January 2015 
 
 
 



Bilge Pumpout 



Bilge Pumpout 



Bilge Pumpout 

Challenges 
• Permitting 
• Equipment and vendor selection 
• Timeline  

Successes 
• Collaboration 
• Facility and location selection 
 

 



Education and Outreach 
Tide books 



Education and Outreach 
The Changing Tide 



Education and Outreach 
Clean Boating Kit 



Education and Outreach 
Direct Outreach Events 



Questions? 
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